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411 Howard Street, Petaluma, Sonoma County, CA
Lat: 38.236987 © Long: -122.649709 °

Oak Hill Park was an early Petaluma cemetery was eventually remade into a park
through the efforts of a local neighborhood group in the early part of the 20th century. It
appears to meet National Register Criteria A. It is significant in the categories of social
history, landscape architecture, recreation, and in community planning and development.
It is associated with the Women's Improvement Clubs movement and the development
of parks locally and nationally.

The 4.43 acre site was originally the town cemetery. The site was probably used for
burials as early as 1858, and was officially named a town cemetery in 1868. In 1872 a
new private cemetery was established and burials were discontinued at Oak Hill in 1878.
The town requested that all remains be removed by next of kin. Due to poor record
keeping, it is doubtful that all remains were removed.

The city proposed using the site for a school, but realized that the title to the property was
impossible to define and a ruling mandated that the site be retained for public use.

In 1903, Miss Rena Shattuck, a local newspaperwoman and a major force behind the
Ladies' Improvement Club, suggested that the group convert the site to a park, as they
already had done at two other locations in town. In 1908 the Oak Hill Improvement Club
was formed; it is not clear how much overlap there was with the Ladies' Improvement
Club, or how much was accomplished. A Victorian-era photo shows women picnicking
under a large tree; two children sit on a nearby rustic bench. The bench is typical of that
in Central Park and Golden Gate Park. The park shows the influence of the states-wide
Parks Movement design thinking; unlike prior parks, this park remained naturalistic in
character. It appears that the club relied on the naturally occurring oaks and grasses. A
newspaper account indicates that gravel paths, a gravel road, benches, picnic tables, and a
"small bungalow" for storage were installed.

Following the 1948 Petaluma General Plan, and in response to the current thinking that
parks should be heavily programmed, the basketball court and a children's fenced playing
area were installed. The lower part of the park was used for Boy Scout jamborees and
overnight camping events; a flagpole in this area may be associated with the Scouts use
of the park. At some point the road through the park was paved in asphalt and, although
of substandard width, it was a busy cut-through route for the neighborhood. Many old
oaks began to decline due to the installation of lawn and irrigation. Once again,
neighborhood activists raised their voices and gained the removal of the road, the
removal of the lawns under the oaks, and the revision of the upper part of the park and
the play arca.

There are two portions to the park: the upper part is more structured and contains an
irrigated lawn area, benches, lighting, a picnic area, petanque court, basketball court,
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children's play structure, and restrooms. The lower part of the park is not irrigated and
consists of several naturally occurring oaks and grasses. It also contains a bulletin board,
flagpole, and picnic tables. An associated area contains a simple stone labyrinth.
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